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YOU ARE INVENTORS OF A

Today we are going to re-design
one of the most underrated inventions.
The PEN! Let’s start with an investigation:

MORE SUSTAINABLE PLANET.
Step one:
What materials are
your pen / pencil
made from?

Step two:

Step three:

Step four:

Where have these
materials come
from?

What will happen to your
pen / pencil once you
have finished using it?

Has your pen / pencil
been designed for a
linear of circular
economy?

What is a circular economy?
What is a linear economy?
We make products, consume them and then throw them away, causing
harm to our planet in the process.
A linear economy is a good way describe a LOT of the products that we
use in our daily lives.

A circular economy is inspired by nature. In the natural world waste isn’t
really a concept. In nature there isn’t any rubbish or landfill. Energy is
provided by the Sun. One species’ waste is another’s food and when
things die, their nutrients return to the soil. This is a circle of life.

YOU ARE INVENTORS OF A
MORE SUSTAINABLE PLANET.
Step one:
What materials could you
use to make your pen /
pencil more sustainable?

Step two:
If we re-imagined the shape
and size of our pen could it
become more sustainable?
re-imagine here:

material

What materials have I chosen
and why?

Now we have investigated the
materials and life cycle of our pen
we are going to re-imagine it in a
more sustainable way.
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What does the word sustainable mean?
To be sustainable means you can meet your own needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Step three:

Step four:

End of life plan... What will
happen to our pen when it
runs out of ink or it is no
longer needed?

Is this pen now designed
for a linear or a circular
economy?

remember there is no ‘away’

