[image: image1.jpg]VAT Registration No: 557 675 885

Registered Charity in England & Wales No. 1145877
Company Limited by Guarantee No: 2920815
Printed on 100% post consumer waste
recycled paper using vegetable based inks.





	
	Fact

	1
	Global production of plastic 311 million tonnes in 2014

	2
	Around 40% of all plastic in Europe is packaging

	4
	Global estimate of 640,000 tonnes of ghost fishing gear are lost per year

	5
	70% (by weight) of plastic in the open ocean is fishing related

	6
	20% (by number) of plastic in the open ocean is fishing related

	7
	There may be around 5.25 trillion macro and microplastic pieces floating in the open ocean. Weighing up to 269,000 tonnes

	8
	The impact of marine litter on the EU fishing fleet in 2010 was €61.7 million

	9
	Approx 40% of plastic waste is landfilled in the UK

	10
	There were 8 million tonnes of plastics waste across Europe in 2014

	11
	Approx 3,298 items of litter per km of beach in the UK

	12
	Over 95% of dead Fulmars in the North Sea had plastic in their stomachs

	13
	There has been a 140% increase in plastic litter since 1994

	14
	UK water companies spend over £88million to clear sewer blockages every year

	15
	80% of sewer blockages are caused by misuse of toilets as a wet bin

	16
	99 plastic bottles were found per km of UK beach in 2015

	17
	On average, 28 wet wipes are found per mile of beach in the UK

	21
	At least 267 marine species have suffered from contact with marine debris

	22
	80% of marine debris comes from land based sources

	23
	1 million sea birds are killed by plastic annually

	24
	100,000 marine mammals and turtles are killed by marine litter annually

	25
	It takes at least 450 years from a plastic bottle to break down

	26
	The Safer Seas Service issued alerts for 3,045 coastal pollution events during the 2015 bathing season

	27
	The Safer Seas Service provides free real-time water quality information at 330 beaches in England and Wales

	28
	60% of UK bathing waters met the excellent standard of the Bathing Water Directive 

	29
	A recent Eunomia reports determines that 94% of marine litter sinks, 5% ends up on our beaches and 1% floats throughout the water column

	30
	More than 320 sanitary items are found per mile of beach in the UK

	31
	Since the enforcement of the plastic bag charge in the UK, there has been over 6.5 billion fewer bags given out in supermarkets

	32
	Before the 5p bag charge, 133 single use plastic bags were given out per person every year in England

	33
	15.2 million fewer single use bags are handed out each day following the 5p bag charge

	34
	Hepatitis A, a sewage related pathogen, can survive for more than 230 days in artificial sea water

	35
	Cigarette butts contain toxins such as cadmium, lead and arsenic

	36
	A single cigarette but can pollute 8 litres of water with toxins 

	37
	4.5 trillion cigarette butts are dropped every year

	38
	Cigarette butts are made of cellulose acetate, a plastic which can persist in the environment

	39
	It can take over 10 years for a cigarette butt to break down

	40
	Recent studies have shown microplastics can be found on almost every beach worldwide, on polar icecaps and just about everywhere in the oceans.

	41
	Coastal erosion caused by sea level rise caused by changing climate threatens our beaches and Sites of Special Surfing Interest

	42
	Scientists say warmer waters are 'unprecedented since at least 1795' and coral reefs around the world are at severe risk

	43
	By the year 2040 summer sea ice in the Arctic is expected to be non-existent

	44
	Global sea levels may rise by more than 60 centimetres during the next 100 years losing many of our favourite surf spots

	48
	By the year 2050, globally, 10 million people could die annually because of antibiotic resistant bacteria – found to be present in our coastal waters

	49
	It costs Local Authorities in England £850million to remove litter

	50
	Over 80% of male fish found in rivers in Washington DC are showing signs of undesirable sex change due to chemical cocktails they now swim in – especially from antifungal creams 

	51
	35% of fish studied in the English Channel have been found to contain plastic pieces 

	52
	In Europe, 50% of all goods are packaged in plastics 

	53
	Once discarded, fishing gear can continue to ghost fish and trap marine species for up to 20 years, also lowering fish catch and fisheries income

	54
	In the UK, 120 tonnes of cigarette litter are discarded on our streets everyday 

	55
	200 million cigarette butts are thrown away every day in the UK 

	
	One single tube of Johnson clean & clear contained 350,000 microbeads 
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