
	Hazard
	Likelihood

(0 - 10)
	Severity

(0 – 10)
	Overall risk

(Low, Med, High)
	Who might be harmed
	Remedial action required?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	Review and revision

	Drowning
	1
	10
	10 = L
	All involved
	A verbal safety briefing should be conducted prior to Beach Clean Starting.

Emergency services contact details held with event organiser to ensure there is a rapid response to any missing persons reported. 


	Yes
	Review in case of particularly high seas or unusually high tides. 

Advise zero interaction with water advising that the beach clean should be conducted at least 10 metres from the incoming high tide line.

	Hypothermia
	1
	8
	8 = L
	All involved 
	Verbal adaptive safety briefing conducted prior to Beach Clean Starting taking weather condition into account and advising on preventative measure to avoid hypothermia.
A First aid kit should be held on site – space blankets available for immediate triage of hypothermia.


	Yes
	In event of unseasonably cold conditions SAS volunteer beach clean organisers will advise on dress code and time spent on beach 
Beach cleans will be shortened or cancelled where necessary.

	Heatstroke, sunstroke and Sunburn
	1
	8
	8 = L
	All involved
	Verbal safety briefing should be conducted prior to Beach Clean starting to make volunteers aware of the dangers of prolonged exposure to the sun and advise d on preventative measures to avoid exposure related illness.
All volunteers will be advised to wear sun screen and the correct protective clothing for the weather conditions in order to prevent the risk of sun exposure related illness. 

Volunteers will also be advised on the need to remain correctly hydrated throughout the beach clean. 
First aid kit  should be held on site.

	Yes
	In event of unseasonably hot weather conditions SAS volunteer beach clean organisers will advise on dress code and time spent on beach.

Beach cleans will be shortened or cancelled where necessary



	Slips, trips and falls
	4
	3
	12 = L
	All involved but younger volunteers in particular
	Verbal safety briefing should be conducted prior to Beach Clean Starting. This brief will advise participants not to climb or walk across surfaces that could be slippery.

Beach cleans will only take place at beach or fore dune level. Safety brief will highlight parameters and advise on suitable footwear.
First aid kit  should be held on site .
	Yes
	Reps/volunteer beach clean organisers on the ground to determine risk at their site advising on which areas should be avoided given to local weather conditions and terrain.

	Lost child
	2
	6
	12 = L
	All participants under 16
	All participants under 16 must be accompanied by an appropriate adult

Reps/ volunteer beach clean organiser will supervise all members of the beach clean. Volunteer organisers will declare to SAS that there are no legal reasons that restrict them from working with volunteers (particularly young/vulnerable people).
Emergency services contact details held with event organiser to ensure there is a rapid response to any missing persons reported. 


	Yes
	Dynamic Risk assessment based on number and age of volunteers enabling a more comprehensive adult mentoring scheme to be put in place.


	Volunteers coming into contact with hazardous materials
	3
	7
	21 = M
	All involved
	All volunteers asked to wear gloves provided at all times. Volunteers instructed not to pick up any hazardous materials (including animal waste and needles) under any circumstances and are instead asked to notify SAS rep/volunteer beach clean organiser.
Sharps bins and hazmat handling kit should be made available.

Reps/volunteer beach clean organiser advised that they handle the Hazmat at their own risk.


	Yes
	Dynamic risk assessment to be conducted by SAS Rep/volunteer beach clean organisers on each individual hazmat item.

	Wildlife
	2
	5
	10= L
	All involved but youngsters in particular
	Reps/volunteer beach clean organiser briefing to advise volunteers not to disturb wildlife, participants actively discouraged from interacting with indigenous wildlife.
First aid kit held on site – space blankets available for immediate triage of hypothermia.


	Yes
	In the case of excessive fauna on the beach such as a swarm of jellyfish reps are advised to conduct a dynamic risk assessment and either reduce the area of the search, change the location or brief the risk to participants.


	Road Traffic Incident
	2
	10
	20- M
	All involved
	Ensure all briefings and activities are conducted away from all traffic within the immediate vicinity of the beach clean.
Adult supervision encouraged for all juveniles (Under 16s) attending the event.

Emergency services contact details held with event organiser to ensure there is a rapid response to any missing persons reported. 

	Yes
	Event to be moved to a different area of the beach if excessive road traffic is present at event site.

	Injury from unexploded ordanance
	1
	10
	10- L
	All Involved
	Safety brief covers the actions on the discovery of unexploded ordinance during the beach clean. 

Under no circumstance is any form of explosive or munitions to be handled by any individual. 


	Yes 
	Emergency services to be called immediately on the discovery of any suspicious munitions found.



(The method for determining risk, whilst numerical, is dependant upon the SAS representative undertaking the assessment. Values of 20 and under have been determined by SAS to be of low risk, values of 21 – 37 of medium risk and values of 38 – 100 of high risk. Values over 42 must be subject to a full review and the event should not go ahead until the risk has been fully remediated and a full time member of SAS staff has been consulted)
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Generic SAS Risk Assessment for use by all Autumn Beach Clean Series Lead Volunteers


(NB: A First Aid kit should always be available at events. Access to comms with emergency services should also be ensured before the start of each event)











