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Autumn Beach Clean Series FAQs
I. How old do I have to be to organise an Autumn Beach Clean Series event? There is no age limit, however if you are under 18 we do need someone over 18 to support you on the day.
II. Will I be insured to organise an Autumn Beach Clean Series event? Yes, once you have completed steps 1-6 of our Autumn Beach Clean Series lead volunteers guide. 
III. When should I promote my Autumn Beach Clean Series event? As an Autumn Beach Clean Series Lead Volunteer you are part of a nationwide marine litter campaign. Please don’t promote your beach clean until you have received the go ahead from SAS HQ (NB; Your event will not be covered under SAS Public Liability Insurance until you completed steps 1-6).
IV. Do I have to write and send a press release? The Autumn Beach Clean Series will be launched nationwide on Wednesday 30th of September. To ensure continuity all press and media releases will be sent out from SAS HQ. If you have any local contacts, please forward their details to us.
V. Can I set up my own Facebook Event? To ensure continuity we will supply guidance on creating your Autumn Beach Clean Series Facebook Event to help promote your event when we receive your pre event checklist.
VI. Will I receive some Posters? We will send you our Autumn Beach Cleans Series posters (and SAS marine litter guides, stickers and educational materials) on Wednesday 7th October, after you have sent us your pre-event checklist. These will help you promote your beach clean as well as prepare your pre beach clean talk/welcome talk at your Autumn Beach Clean Series event.
VII. Do I have to provide my own bin bags and gloves? We’re aiming for 3500 volunteers across the UK so will be asking people to bring their own where possible. Please indicate how many bin bags and gloves you think you will need on your pre event check list. 
VIII. When will I receive my beach clean kit? We’ll be sending all beach clean kit out to you on Wednesday 14th October.
IX. What’s the problem with ocean plastics?
· A plastic bottle can take up to 450 years to break down in the marine environment.

· Litter can be found on every beach in the world, even those on remote and uninhabited islands. 

· Since the first survey over 20 years ago (1994), plastic litter on UK beaches has increased by 180%!
· Plastic now accounts for about 70% of all litter in the UK and at a global scale.

· There are now 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean.

· Of that mass, 269,000 tons float on the surface (equivalent to 1492 Blue Whales at 181 tons each).

· There are four billion plastic microfibers per square kilometer litter in the deep sea.

· The vast majority of marine animal species from plankton to killer whales have been found to ingest plastic.

· Marine litter kills over 100,000 marine mammals and turtles and 1 million sea birds each year through ingestion and entanglement.

· Plastic doesn’t disappear it just breaks down into smaller and smaller plastic pieces that accumulate in our oceans and become a danger to marine life.

· Once in the ocean plastic can accumulate toxins naturally present in the environment, and can potentially release toxins incorporated at the point of manufacture, becoming toxic bombs! 

X. What is a Circular Economy? A Circular economy is one that is restorative by design, and which aims to keep products, components and materials at their highest utility and value at all times, distinguishing between technical and biological cycles. This includes designing products for repair (so that they can be repaired rather than discarded should one element cease to work) and adopting a ‘cradle to cradle’ approach (efficient and waste free design with the whole product life cycle in mind).
XI. How can I close the loop on plastics? We need to see waste as a resource (in fact let’s not even call it waste!) and to prevent it from entering the marine environment. We can do this by adopting a circular economy. This means refusing, reducing, recycling and reusing as much plastic as possible and choosing products that have been designed with the whole product life cycle in mind.
XII. Will I get to hear how the Autumn Beach Clean Series went? We’ll be putting together a massive photo album and report as soon as we receive your Post Event Feedback forms (please send these no later than Friday 13th of November).
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