






Role: Policy and Advocacy Officer  

Salary:  £26,442 - £30,510 

Reports to:  Policy and Advocacy Manager 

Hours:  37.5 hours 

Contract:  Full-time / Permanent 

Annual Leave: Starting on 25 days’ annual leave 
plus Bank Holidays 

About the Role: 

Surfers Against Sewage is a 
campaigning charity made up of 
water lovers who protect the ocean 
and all it makes possible.  From 
empowering and mobilising 
hundreds of thousands of activists 
at the beach front to holding 
parliamentary events and 
submitting citizen science led 
reports to government.  

We act from the beachfront, to the 
front-bench. We are seeking a 
talented and passionate Policy and 
Advocacy Officer to deliver our 
vision of Thriving Ocean, Thriving 
People. 

The successful candidate will 
research and develop our positions 
on all policy and legislation related 
to mitigating plastic pollution and 
waste management in the UK, 
advocating for change to end 
plastic pollution. In particular they 
will help identify the impacts plastic 
pollution has throughout its 
lifecycle on human health, the 
environment and the climate.   

They will support the creation and 
delivery of advocacy and 
campaigning plans that make the 
most of influencing opportunities 
to convince politicians, policy 
makers and business leaders to act 
to End Plastic Pollution. The new 
role will focus on plastic pollution 
but there will ample opportunity to 
also support work on the 
connected issues of sewage and 
chemical pollution.  

This exciting role will be 
responsible for keeping up to date 
with the fast-moving political and 
policy landscape, keeping the wider 
team up to date on latest updates. 
You will work closely with the 
Campaigns and Communities to 
inform our campaign work and 
community programmes. You will 
also help support grassroot 
communities to engage with their 
local politicians 

What You’ll be Doing 
In this role you’ll: 

Policy 

Monitor developments in
plastic policy across the UK
(including devolved



  

administrations), and at an 
international level e.g. 
global plastics treaty  

 Develop well evidenced SAS 
plastic policy positions 

 Create convincing 
arguments   

 Monitor the latest scientific 
developments in plastics, 
using this to update and 
further strengthen SAS 
policy positions 

 Prepare briefings on policy 
areas for various audiences 
inc. politicians, senior staff, 
communities 

 Write formal submissions to 
government consultations 
and parliamentary inquiries  

 Help set direction of citizen 
science or research reports 
to fill evidence gaps and 
add weight to policy calls   

 Write and contribute to SAS 
reports on policy areas  

 Represent Surfers Against 
Sewage externally, including 
within policy network 
groups and coalitions  

 Maintain and develop 
partnerships with other key 
groups and stakeholders 
working in similar areas of 
work to SAS; 

 Support wider work of SAS 
Policy & Advocacy team, 
outside of plastic pollution. 
This will include supporting 
work on sewage pollution, 
and more substantially the 
developing area of chemical 
pollution. 

 

Advocacy  

 Develop relationships with 
key politicians and their 
staff 

 Support political lobbying 
at a senior, national level 

 Alongside Manager identify 
influencing opportunities 

 Organise parliamentary 
events and facilitate MP 
site visits  

Other Duties & Responsibilities 

 Demonstrate a strong 
commitment to creating an 
inclusive, equal and diverse 
workplace. 

 Work collaboratively with 
colleagues across SAS to 
collectively deliver our 
ethos and mission, vision 
and aims 

 Carry out any other duties 
as are within the scope, 
spirit and purpose of the 
post as required. 

Location 
 
This role can either be based at our ocean-

remote anywhere in the UK. If based 
remotely, we’ll provide you with the essential 
equipment to be able to work from home, as 
well as paying for your travel and 
accommodation for agreed visits to our HQ, 
events or external meetings.  
 
If based in Cornwall, our hybrid working 

Reasonable adjustments as well as 
-based needs will be 

considered for those with long term 
health conditions and disabilities. 

 



  

For this role, you’ll need: 

The position will suit an energetic, dynamic and dedicated officer with an 
interest in tackling plastic pollution and a proven ability to research and 
translate complex legislation and reports into clear briefings and compelling 
arguments. The ideal candidate will be an excellent researcher and 
communicator, well-organised, and thrive within a dynamic and fast-paced 
environment. The person will have a passion to protect our oceans. 

Essential: 

 Knowledge and interest in politics and policy, as evidenced through 
education or experience  

 Experience of analysing and understanding policy and legislation, 
preferably plastic or environmental policy and legislation. 

 The ability to communicate effectively and appropriately with a wide 
range of people including politicians, volunteer community groups, civil 
servants and other NGO representatives 

 Track record of conducting research in the work environment to create 
and deliver compelling arguments backed up by evidence 

 Excellent writing skills and experience in presenting complex 
information and ideas in a clear and engaging manner 

 Experience of working in a fast-paced environment and a proven ability 
to effectively prioritise 

 Ability to work independently and take initiative to solve problems; 
 A head for organisation and excellent time management  
 A good team player with a willingness to muck in as and where required 
 Upbeat and clear thinking even when working at a fast pace 
 Inspired by SAS’s mission and vision 
 An experimental attitude and willingness to make mistakes 
 Willingness to travel within the UK, with occasional overnight stays 

Desirable: 

 Experience of working to influence the Parliamentary process in 
Westminster or devolved administrations. 

 












