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If you’re reading  
this, you are probably 
thinking about doing 
something to protect 

our oceans. 

 Whether you’re 
looking for inspiration 

or you already have  
an idea, we’re here  

to help!

We always love to 
hear from you so let 
us know what you are 
planning by emailing 

fundraising@sas.org.uk

 

Here at Surfers Against Sewage  
we’re just crazy about the sea – just 
like you! We were set up by a group 
of people who were sick of seeing 
the ocean they love being polluted by 
everything from sewage to plastic. 

Based on the rugged North Cornish 
coast, our projects cover all 19,491 
miles of UK coastline.

We’re not just surfers and we’re 
definitely not just about sewage. We 
love our oceans and want to see them 
better protected and thriving in the 
future, for everyone. 

What
we do

Photo Richie Graham

organisi
ng 

beach cle
ans

reportin
g 

pollutio
n

monitoring water quality

running educational talks

lobbying 
government 
and industry

campaigning 
for the 

conservation 
and protection 

of oceans
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Thank you so much for deciding to fundraise for 
Surfers Against Sewage – it’s people like you 
doing epic things that raise awareness and the 
vital funds we need to protect our coastlines. 

By supporting SAS you’re  
helping us clean our seas one 

piece of plastic at a time.

Let’s Get  
Going! 
This pack contains everything  
you need to get you started.  
It’s bursting with fundraising tips  
and ideas.

Jump  
  on 
board

Did  
  you 
know? 

One marine mammal or sea bird dies every 30 seconds due to plastic pollution

95% of our 
oceans remain 
unexplored. 

Are we killing what we’ve yet 
to discover?

Scientist
s have 

discovere
d 

microplas
tics 

embedded
 deep in 

the Arcti
c Ice.

Plastic can 
now be found 
on every beach 
in the world

Plastics  
make up most 
of marine 
debris.

Everyday 
around 8 

million pieces 
of plastic 

pollution find 
their way into 
our oceans

04–05 
JUMP ON  
BOARD

06–07  
WHERE WILL  

YOUR MONEY GO

08–09  
FUNDRAISING  

IDEAS

10–11  
FUNDRAISING  

STORIES

12  
GETTING  
STARTED

13  
SHOUT ABOUT IT

15  
Collecting  

Sponsorship

16  
FAQ’s

17  
better  

safe  
than sorry



76

SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE

WHERE    
 WILL YOUR 
MONEY GO?

£50  
could provide  

a beach clean leader 
with a kit for  

all their future 
coastal cleans.

£100  
could help us 

deliver a Plastic Free 
Schools Educational 

workshop.

£60  
could help pay  

for the training  
and equipment of  

our volunteer  
Regional Reps.

£500  
could provide an  

SAS Beach Clean box 
to a UK Community.

11%
13%

76%

  O
ur w

ork protecting beaches, oceans & wildlife   
  Fundraising     

Administr
ati

on
   

£30  
could pay for a 

school beach clean, 
removing litter 

and educating the 
younger generation.
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ACTIVE

CREATIVE

challenge
yourself

Fundraising should be fun so make 
sure you pick the right challenge for 
you. If you’re still undecided, here 
are some of our favourite ideas.

Get in touch with us on 
fundraising@sas.org.uk and 
we’ll be happy to help! 

FUNDRAISING  
       IDEAS

BRAVE
WALK

RUN

ROW

PADDLE

DOG
WALK

CYCLE

SWIM
FACE A 
FEAR

SELL  
YOUR 
WARES

HOST A 
FEAST

START 
BAKING

DRESS 
UP

CREATE  
A QUIZ

BEACH CLEAN 
SCAVENGER HUNT 
– CREATE A LIST  
OF BEACH TRASH  

TO FIND &  
WIN PRIZES

SHOWCASE 
YOUR 

TALENTS

GIVE  
SOMETHING  

UP

ORGANISE 
AN ART 

EXHIBITION

TAKE ON 
SOMETHING 

BIGGER

CLIMB A 
MOUNTAIN

RUN A 
MARATHONPADDLE 

THE 
COAST

ORGANISE A  
CONCERT AND  

PERFORM WHETHER  
IT’S SINgING,  

DANCING OR MAGIC

SHAVE 
YOUR 
HAIR

Still looking  
for inspiration?  
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FUNDRAISING  
STORIES

Lucy, can you give us an insight into 
planning and undertaking the English 
Channel Swim?

“ My job meant I had to be very 
determined to stick to my training – 
sometimes I was up at 03.45am and in 
the water, even fitting in swims after a 12 
hour night shift. You just have to work with 
what you have. The swim itself was a bit 
of a rollercoaster – there were hours when 
I hated it and hours when I loved it; never 
once did I think about getting out though. If 
you can show your passion and belief in this 
cause, it becomes contagious and people 
are more willing to get involved financially 
or practically by picking up litter on the 
beaches and using less plastic. ”

Libby, how did you choose your challenge?

“ Swimming has never felt like exercise to 
me – I wanted to do something challenging 
but that I would also enjoy. I flirted with the 
idea of a marathon but ultimately the idea of 
training for and running 26 miles filled me 
with dread so I started researching marathon 
swim events instead. ” 

Eoghan, how much did you raise  
for SAS, and how?

“ In the end, everyone came together 
to raise £930 for SAS – which I was very 
pleased with. Initially, I had set the target 
at £500. But, when I started fundraising 
I was really surprised with just how many 
people had either heard of SAS already or 
recognised the importance of the charity  
and what is being worked towards. People 
were very generous and so I tried to squeeze 
them for more! I raised the money through 
Just Giving. It’s a very easy platform to use 
both for setting campaigns up and for people 
to donate. ”

Phillip, what advice would you give to anyone 

thinking about fundraising?

“ The best advice I could give is don’t take 
rejection personally and never give up. I have 
one donor that takes literally 10s of emails 
before he jumps on board each year. I use 
email mainly but never miss the opportunity 
to talk to people about what  you are doing 
at an event. It is also really worth talking to 
companies and reminding them that any 
donations are tax deductible  
to them – I wish I had thought of this at  
the beginning! ” 
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Where and What?  
Think about if you need a venue for what 
you’re planning – and then ask around local 
businesses to use their space and if you 
explain why they may be able to help with the 
financial costs. 

Who?   
Communities can be amazing support 
networks, get in touch with local people  
and businesses and ask them to spread the 
word about your event and come along to 
support you!

When?   
Think about the best time to host your 
fundraiser. Does weather make a difference? 
Usually more people can attend weekend 
events, so maybe consider this!

How much?  
Set yourself a target of how much you’d like to 
raise – this stands as a great motivator to push 
you on during your fundraiser. Also, ask your 
employer whether they have a matched giving 
policy. Just a quick conversation could help 
double all of the money you raise!

  SHOUT  
ABOUT IT!
Right, so everything is now in place for your 
awesome fundraiser. Now’s the time to spread 
the word far and wide. There are lots of free 
resources you can use to shout about your 
fundraiser and get people on board. 

Social media 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter are the 
bigges but push it on any other channels you 
use too. Don’t forget to tag us in as well! 

                               @surfersagainstsewage

                               @surfersagainstsewage

                               @sascampaigns

Community  
Remember to keep it loca l –  get in touch 
with your local papers, radio and TV stations, 
bloggers and members of your town council. 
Write a press release letting them know what 
you’re up to along with how they can donate.  
Why not also get arty and create an event 
poster and ask local business if you can pop it 
in their window?

    GETTING  
STARTED – 
   4 easy steps

GET MOUTHY  
Word-of-mouth is a powerful force. 
Tell everyone you know and then some! 
Colleagues, friends and family are just the 
beginning.



Phew! Well done, you just accomplished something 
amazing! We’re extremely grateful for everyone’s efforts 
and all donations – big or small. 

Remember to thank  
everyone who got involved 
and helped along the way.

Don’t forget about Gift Aid!  
For every £1 a wonderful donor sponsors you, providing 
they are a UK tax payer, HRMC with give us an extra 25p 
at absolutely no cost to you or your donor! How great is 
that?! Remind your friends to simply tick the Gift Aid 
box when making a donation to your page or on your 
sponsorship form. 

Don’t forget to send us your story and any photos as we 
always love to see what you’ve been up to.

fundraising@sas.org.uk

AFTER  
THE 
EVENT An easy way to collect funds from your 

sponsors is by setting up an online giving 
page. We have pages on Just Giving, 
Virgin Money and Facebook, which you 
can link your event directly to. 

We can also send you sponsorships 
forms to hand around. 

If you have been given a cheque, or 
would like to make a payment over the 
phone or via bank transfer simply email 
fundraising@sas.org.uk 

COLLECTING 
SPONSORSHIP

SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE
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If your question isn’t answered  
below then get in touch!

fundraising@sas.org.uk

No one likes bumps along  
the way so here is a few  
final thoughts to make sure  
your event runs smoothly. 

BETTER  
SAFE THAN  
SORRY!

FAQ’s
Can I use your logo?  
Of course you can! Just get in touch and we’ll send you the 
logo. Please ensure that all materials state that it is in aid of 
SAS and include our charity number;  
Registered Charity in England & Wales No. 1145877

Can I hold a raffle? 
Yes you can! Chat it through with us first  
but provided you sell the tickets and the draw happens on the 
same day, you won’t need a license.

Do you have collection buckets? 
We do indeed! Don’t forget though that depending on where 
you are thinking of holding a collection, you may need a street 
collection license. For more guidance on this get in contact 
with us or visit; gov.uk/street-collection-licence

Can I get materials for 
fundraising? 
Absolutely! Depending on what your event is we can supply 
you with copies of our latest magazine, postcards, and a tee to 
make you stand out from the crowd!

Surfers Against Sewage can take no 
responsibility for any injuries or accidents 
that may take place whilst carrying out your 
fundraiser. If you are intending to collect 
money from collection buckets in public 
places you will need to obtain a licence 
from your local council. You can be fined 
£200 if you don’t have one and this is 
counterproductive to your fundraising plans!

If you are planning an event including 
licensable activities including the sale 
of food and alcohol and the provision of 
entertainment such as music; or you are 
holding an event with a capacity of more 
than 500 people at any one time (including 
staff) you will need to apply for a temporary 
events notice (TEN) which you can get more 
information about and apply via your local 
council. www.gov.uk/temporary-events-
notice (This is much easier than it sounds!)

If you don’t have a TEN and carry out an 
activity that you should have a license for 
(or allow your premises to be used for one), 
you can be fined £20,000, sent to prison 
for up to 6 months, or both. This would be 
an unnecessary mar on your fundraiser!
It may also be prudent to carry out a risk 
assessment for your event to highlight 
anything that could go wrong and be 
prepared for such eventuality.

The formal bit: SAS cannot accept liability 
for any loss, damage or injury suffered by 
you or anyone else as a result of taking 
part in a fundraising event. As a voluntary 
fundraiser you will be raising money in aid 
of SAS not on behalf of.
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Thank you so  
much for  
supporting SAS!
We’re so excited to hear all about 
your fundraising plans so that 
together we can protect more 
beaches, stop plastic pollution 
and inspire the next generation. 
Don’t forget to keep in touch to 
let us know how you’re getting on 

fundraising@sas.org.uk  
01872 553001
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